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As the technology for documentation of prosody has become more accessible, work on relations
between prosody and other aspects of language structure has expanded. There is now a voluminous
literature on relations between prosody and syntax, for example, and interesting work continues to
emerge. Some models take syntactic structure as their point of departure and describe how prosodic
structure can be derived from it, while others begin with prosodic structure and consider how
grammatical structure might emerge from it over time. The second approach is taken here, looking
at how syntactic and then morphological structures can develop from the crystalization of
frequently occurring sequences of adjacent elements. A close look at speaker choices in unscripted
speech indicates that it is not simple adjacency within the intonation unit or prosodic phrase that
shapes the gradual crystalization of structures, but rather the cognitive organization of ideas
motivating the prosodic structure.



